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old " tally sticks," burned them in a
stove in the original House of Lords.
The stove was not fitted for burning a
lot of dry wood ; it got red hot, and the
result was a terrible fire which burned
up almost all the old Parliament
buildings. Only Westminster Hall,
the Cloister of St. Stephen's Chapel
and the Crypt were saved. Sir
Charles Barry's idea was to make the
new Houses of Parliament conform
with the splendid old Hall, and very-
well he did the work, using what is
called the revived Gothic style.

IN THE TOWER OF LONDON

The above photograph shows us the entrance to St. John's
Chapel in the Tower of London, which served as a place of
private worship to our kings and queens who resided at the
Tower. Norman architecture is here seen at its very best.
You will note the massive pillars, and the arches with half-
circular curves.

Fire again did its full share of destruc-
tion when the House of Commons was
almost completely destroyed during the
air attacks on London in the earlier
years of the World War. Plans have
now been approved for a new House to
be rebuilt on the same site just as
soon as possible, but this may take
some years. Members of Parliament
now meet in the House of Lords
Chamber. Other parts of the Houses
of Parliament are also in need of
repair owing to the damage done to
the stonework by the smoke-laden
air.
Stone and  the Weather.
The Houses of Parlia-
ment are by no means
the only buildings in
London to suffer in
similar fashion, for the
smoke which hangs so
thickly over the great
city, especially in foggy
weather, rots most
building stones. Some
stones, however, are
much more sensitive to
smoke than others.
Bath stone is particu-
larly delicate. The best
is that from Combe
Down, where it is mined
like coal, and must not
be brought to the sur-
face in winter, or it
weathers hard. It has
to be nursed and
matured before it can
be used, and unless it
is set the right way of
the grain it will not
last.
The stone from Pains-
wick in Gloucestershire,
which will stand for
centuries in a house
built in the open coun-
try, powders rapidly
away in smoke-laden
air. This was the stone